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ELYSIAN CITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING HELD VIA TELECONFERENCE 

APRIL 13, 2020 

 

The Elysian City Council met in regular session on Monday, April 13, 2020 via teleconference   

at 6:00 pm.  

Roll Call: Mayor Tom McBroom; Councilmembers Bobby Houlihan, Mary Opsahl, Dennis Schnoor, 

Bryan Suemnick; City Administrator Lorri Kopischke; Public Works Director Ron Greenwald; Utility 

Clerk Nicole Lamont; City Attorney Jason Moran (6:09 pm). Absent: None.  

On motion by Houlihan, seconded by Suemnick, to approve the minutes of the March 9, 2020 

Regular Meeting and March 16, 2020 Emergency Meeting. Voting on the motion: Ayes: Houlihan, 

McBroom, Opsahl, Schnoor, Suemnick.  Nay: None.  Motion carried. 

On motion by Schnoor, seconded by McBroom, to approve the agenda of the April 13, 2020 Regular 

Meeting with the following addition: 

1. Under 10. COVID-19 Update Add: Parks and Farmers Market. 

Voting on the motion: Ayes: Houlihan, McBroom, Opsahl, Schnoor, Suemnick.  Nay: None.  Motion 

carried. 

Mayor McBroom introduced Resolution No. 703/20 and was seconded by Councilmember Houlihan. 

CITY OF ELYSIAN 

LE SUEUR COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

RESOLUTION NO. 703/20 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and the City Council for the City of Elysian, Minnesota (ñMayorò) finds 

and Resolves that the following local emergency (ñEmergencyò) exists in the City of Elysian, 

Minnesota (ñCityò): 

1. The Governor of Minnesota issued Emergency Executive Order 20-01 declaring Peacetime 

Emergency and Coordinating Minnesotaôs Strategy to Protect Minnesotans from COVID-19 

on March 13, 2020 (attached); and 

2. The City faces an imminent threat to life and public health resulting from the novel 

coronavirus and the resulting COVID-19 disease; and 

3. The City is confronted with a worldwide pandemic creating threat of disaster of major 

proportions, which the safety and welfare of the guests to and inhabitants of the City are 

jeopardized and placed at extreme peril, in which timely action is necessary to contain and 

mitigate the risk to human life.  

 WHEREAS, Minnesota Statutes §12.29 authorizes the Mayor to declare the existence of an 

Emergency, invoke necessary portions of the Cityôs Emergency Operations Plans, and authorizes 

aid and service in accordance with interjurisdictional agreements; and  

 WHEREAS, Minnesota Statutes §12.37 authorizes the City, acting through its governing 

body to:  

1. Enter into contracts and incur obligations necessary to combat the disaster by protecting the 

health and safety of persons and property and by providing emergency assistance to the 
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victims of the disaster; and 

2. Exercise the powers vested by this subdivision in light of the exigencies of the disaster 

without compliance with time-consuming procedures and formalities prescribed by law 

pertaining to the following: 

i. The performance of public work; 

ii. Entering into contracts; 

iii. Incurring of obligations; 

iv. Employment of temporary workers; 

v. Rental of equipment; 

vi. Purchase of supplies and materials; 

vii. Limitations upon tax levies; and 

viii. The appropriation and expenditure of public funds including, but not limited 
to, publication of ordinances and resolutions, publication of calls for bids, 
provisions of civil service laws and rules, provisions relating to low bids, and 
requirements for budgets.  

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council find that the Emergency is sudden and unforeseen 

and could not have been anticipated; and 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council find that conditions in Minnesota and the threat to 

the visitors to and inhabitants of the City has worsened considerably as a result of the Emergency; 

and  

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council find that this situation threatens the health, safety 

and welfare of the citizens of this community and threatens the provision and delivery of city services 

as a result of the Emergency; and  

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council find that the Emergency poses the risk of and may 

cause catastrophic loss of public health, safety and welfare if not immediately addressed; and  

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council find that traditional sources of relief are not able to 

repair or prevent the injury and loss.  

 WHEREAS, the City Council resolves that this declaration shall last until June 1, 2020, 

unless terminated earlier by a majority vote of the City Council. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Elysian, Minnesota, declares 

a local Emergency effective at 5:30 p.m. on March 16, 2020, in the City of Elysian.  

 This declaration of a local emergency will invoke the Cityôs Emergency Operations Plans. 

The portions that are necessary for response to, and recovery from, the Emergency are hereby 

authorized, including but not limited to all appropriate community containment and mitigation 

strategies. To the extent normal state laws and city policies and procedures impede an efficient 

response or compliance with federal and state directives and recommendations, the City 

Administrator, working in conjunction with the Mayor, are hereby authorized to suspend compliance 

with those laws, policies, and procedures as authorized by Emergency Executive Order 20-01 and 

Minnesota Statutes §12.32, and to take any and all actions necessary to protect the public health, 

safety and welfare of the inhabitants of this City.  
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____________________________   ____________________________ 

Thomas McBroom, Sr.     Lorri Kopischke 

Mayor       City Administrator  
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